THE CAST

Romand Avery

I am seventeen years old, and I was raised in Rochester in a family of four kids. This is my first theater performance.
Michael Bianchi II

I was born in Rochester at Strong Memorial Hospital. Since then I have moved close to ten times throughout Monroe County as well as other states. Strange as it may seem I never realized in my potential in many areas until I came to jail. This is my first real theater piece, and I am proud of my work. In the future I have a burning desire to travel the globe, if I am still allowed a passport. I’d also like to become an architect within the next ten years. 

Michael Caruthers

I was born in Rochester and raised here, too. I am the third oldest of eleven children. I like Max B, Lil Wayne, and Gucci Mane. My favorite foods are oxtails and curried rice and sugar cane. This is my first theatrical performance.

Markeish Clarke

I was born and raised in Rochester. I am from an educated and talented family. I have two brothers and three sisters, and I love them all. My mom always told me I was real funny, and I should do something with it. I have never been in theater before. This is my first experience with acting in a play. My favorite artist is Lil Wayne. He inspires me to rap. His rhymes are lyrical. My favorite foods are fried chicken and macaroni and cheese and pizza. Food is always best when my mom cooks it. My future goal is to become a music producer and an artist.  

Quincy Frye

I live on the eastside of Rochester. My favorite place to go in Rochester is to the movies with my lady. My favorite place to eat is the China Buffet. I like to watch the Pittsburgh Steelers do their thing.

Steve Gray

I am an inner city youth from the northwest Dewey section of Rochester. My favorite hobby is music, listening to it and making it. I love music. I, also, like sports. I boxed for a couple years, but I lost interest when I got into the streets.

Shamon Harris

I live in Rochester. I am the oldest of four kids. My favorite sports are football and basketball. My favorite food is my grandma’s home cooking, and my mom’s, too.
William Johnson

I was born and raised in Rochester. I write.

Michael Perryman

I am seventeen years old. I am the middle child, and I have a younger brother and an older sister. My favorite subject in school is English. I want to attend college and become an entrepreneur. 

Dennis Ruth

I was born in the Roc. My favorite thing I like to do is play ball. I like to have fun and enjoy life.

Rodney Terry

I was born and raised on the eastside of Rochester. I am the oldest of five. Before 

this I had no experience in theater. I want to get my Associate’s Degree. My favorite artists are Young Jeezy, Dr. Dre, and Tupac. My favorite foods are fried chicken, macaroni and cheese, mashed potatoes, pork chops and ribs. I have been out of Rochester three times in my life. 
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I WRITE


By William Johnson

I write for pain

I write for shame

I write for the truth that should be told. 

I write for my brother and sisters 

that are like mold 

on the bread in the streets. 

I write for the people who 

don’t have a chance  to learn. 

I write to let everyone know 

I can think, I can learn. 

I write for the mothers

who have to see their children grow up in the streets. 

I write to say I care. 

I write to show I’m scared. 

I write for

young girls who get pregnant at young ages.

I write for everything. 

I write just to write.

I write because it’s

me. 
I write.

 “When the prison gates slam behind an inmate, he does not lose his human quality; his mind does not become closed to ideas; his intellect does not cease to feed on a free and open interchange of opinions; his yearning for self-respect does not end; nor is his quest for self-realization concluded. If anything, the needs for identity and self-respect are more compelling in the dehumanizing prison environment.”

Justice Thurgood Marshall, Procunier v. Martinez (1974)
As anyone knows, crime is a problem in Rochester. There is no question that crime needs to be punished. However, I am advocating for a much different agenda for young people, like myself, who are incarcerated. 

Some believe that those of us incarcerated have no other purpose than to be locked up. I believe we need to get to know ourselves. I believe we need to teach ourselves how to read, how to write, and how to think. I believe we need to learn how to succeed. 

Based solely on my experiences in Monroe County Jail, I suggest a simple proposal. There are those of us who are trying to change ourselves. We ask you to recognize this need and offer us programs, like Three North, like the Jimmy Santiago Baca Library, Writing, and Publishing Center, and like the performance this evening that can help us succeed and let us show you we are worth a second chance.  

Young people in Rochester are branded with a criminal conviction at sixteen, seventeen, and eighteen years of age. More attention is given to the young people as a crime statistic in the news media than to the programs that will help with our reintegration into our own community. 

We ask you Where Is Tomorrow Coming From. Look, listen, and think, what can I do.


Michael Bianchi II
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Arts, Literacy, and The Classroom Community

A Partnership between The New York State Literary Center

and Rochester City School District's Youth and Justice Programs

in collaboration with the Office of The Sheriff, County of Monroe

Presents
WHERE IS TOMORROW COMING FROM

By Dale Davis

Written with Rochester City School District Students / Inmates 
at Monroe County Jail

Directed by

David Shakes
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Martin Hardisky
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